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SUNDAY 
June 6, 2021 

Tricentennial Celebration 
 

9:30 A.M. 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

In-Person and  

Virtual Worship Service  
Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

Rev. Dr. Ruben Rosario 

Rodriquez will be joining 

us for worship on Sunday 

morning.  Dr. Rosario is 

a professor of systematic 

theology at St. Louis 

University. He holds 

degrees from William & 

Mary College, Union Theological 

Seminary(NY), and Princeton Theological 

Seminary.  Ruben, originally from Puerto 

Rico, is married to Elizabeth Blake and they 

have two children: Rafe & Isabella.  Professor 

Rosario went to High School with Rev. Dr. 

Oehler in Hampton, VA.  It is a pleasure to 

have Ruben with us to celebrate our 300 years 

of ministry. 

 

10:30 A.M. 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
 

**** **** **** 

 
SUNDAY 
June 13, 2021 

 

9:30 A.M. 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

In-Person and  

Virtual Worship Service  

 

10:30 A.M. 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

 

**** **** **** 

 

From the Pastor… 

 

I have been gathering via Zoom with clergy collogues on Tuesday 

morning  over the last year and we have been discussing a variety of 

topics related to self-care, congregational care, worship, pandemic 

protocols and most recently returning to worship.  At our last gathering, 

we looked at an article by Rev. Bruce Reyes-Chow, who is pastor of First 

Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto, California.  In February, Rev. Reyes-

Chow spoke at a national gathering of Christian Educators about 

MOVING FORWARD, and he began with questions: “When the 

COVID-19 pandemic wanes and congregations can be together again in 

person without restrictions, what will be different? What should change 

going forward? Are there, for example, new ways of thinking about 

expanding the table to be more inclusive — so church isn’t just seen as 

whoever shows up to sit in the pews on Sunday morning? What about 

the idea of a sanctuary or community space that’s moveable and flexible, 

not tied to one place — that includes folks at home on the couch, or 

traveling or in assisted living, or off at college or living in another state, 

or sleeping in and watching later on the deck?” 

 

These are questions that each Session and each congregation will have 

to wrestle with an we begin to shift towards a new way of being the body 

of Christ. Rev. Bruce Reyes-Cow spoke of a range of options for 

congregations: In-person worship only, which was typical for many; 

Remote-only; Two services every week: one virtual, one in person; 

Streaming worship from the sanctuary; or “Hybrid church,” where the 

leadership is not all in the building and in which participants have 

essentially the same experience whether they’re present physically or 

watching from somewhere else. 

 

“There’s no one right decision!” Reyes-Chow said. A lot will depend on 

what a particular congregation and its leaders want; the church’s 

resources and capacity for taking on something new; and what people 

there consider to be most faithful. Bruce acknowledged that in many 

congregations, the desire to return to in-person worship – with coffee-

hour, hugs for friends and congregational singing – is strong.   

 

Our Session will be wrestling with these questions, but my sense is that 

worship at the Presbyterian Church at Woodbury will include both in-

person and on-line options for folks.  I believe that we will also have to 

prayerfully consider how we are a community with this new reality.  

Even with all the changes in worship, there is one cornerstone, that is 

Jesus Christ is Lord, and we are still called to proclaim that GOOD 

NEWS into a world that desperately needs the kingdom of God!!! 

 

In Christ, 

Rev. Dr. Philip W. Oehler, Sr.  



300TH ANNIVERSARY 
SEPTEMBER THEME – 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!  Our church is 

celebrating 300 years of being a Christian 

community in Woodbury.  In September the 

focus will be on Christian Education- what 

do you think Sundays were like in 1721?  

Was there Worship? Was there Sunday 

School?  We need your help to make 

September a month to remember!  

 

There are three ways all ages can help 

highlight Christian Education. 

1.Bulletin Cover Drawings: 

We need all students to think about what 

they might draw on the cover of the church 

bulletin to help us imagine a Bible story, or 

a church school class, or a worship service 

from 1721.  How did people dress for 

church?  Did they all walk to church? Ride 

horses? Come in a wagon?  Draw your ideas 

on a piece of white paper sized 8.5x11.5 

(that is a regular piece of computer paper 

folded in half).  Markers, crayons, paints or 

pens can be used.   

2.Prayers to be read in Worship: 

Every Sunday we would like a church school 

student of any age to read a prayer that they 

have written.  It could be about thanking 

God for 300 years of worshiping in this 

town, it could be about praying for safety for 

the preacher who rode his horse from 

Woodbury to Blackwood on Sunday 

mornings because both churches shared his 

time. A prayer for then or for today.  

3. Stories about personal memories of 

church school:  

Every Sunday we would like to have stories 

about church school memories either printed 

in the bulletin, or read in worship.  If you 

have a favorite story about something that 

happened in church write it down and send 

it in. 
 

Prayers and Stories can be submitted on 

paper or by email.  Send to 

diehlman@comcast.net or mail to Mrs. 

Diehlman,  646 Bismark Avenue,  Mantua 

NJ 08051.   Drawings will need to be 

submitted to the church office or to Mrs. 

Platt.   Deadline for all drawings, prayers 

and stories is July 4th.  

 

 

 

JUNE COVID PROTOCOLS 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AT WOODBURY 

 

At a called Session Meeting on Tuesday, June 1st, the Session, unanimously, 

adopted the following protocols for Worship: 

 

• No social distancing requirements in the building; 
 

• Bibles and Hymnals will be replaced in the pews to aid in worship; 
 

• Communion, the Offering and the Passing of the Peace of Christ 
shall remain as we have been doing it for the past number of 
months; 

 

• Masks are to be worn in the building for worship and gatherings; 
the only exception will be for the leaders in worship and choir in 
the pulpit area; 

 

We will revisit any of these policies as needed with the hope that all restrictions 

might be lifted at a later date.  Thank you for your patience and understanding 

as the Elders prayerfully discussed our protocols and chose to err on the side of 

caution for everyone’s health and safety.  

 

   

 

to the 2021 Marie Plag Scholarship recipients: 
 

Megan Brown 

Eric Campo 

Laken Franchetti 

Megan Witherspoon 

 

The Greater Woodbury Cooperative Ministry FOOD PANTRY 

continues to help our neighbors who are struggling with food insecurity. 

Please consider picking up a few extra items next time you go shopping. 

Typical items- canned fruit & veggies, tuna, pasta & sauce, complete 

pancake mix & syrup plus liquid laundry detergent. Thanks for your 

continued generosity! 

 

CAMP JOHNSONBURG believes they can do summer camp safely 

this summer and will be open!   With the 

updated recommendations released last 

week by the CDC and the NJ Department 

of Health, they have updated their protocols 

and can be found by clicking on this link:  2021 Summer Camper Covid 

Procedures (campjburg.org).  Check out their website for more information 

and to register. 

 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Fred Hills, Wendy Kunz, Joe Leone, 

Al Edwards, Meg Orem, Charlotte Nelson, Janet Muhm, Judy Fetty, Alex Jenei, 

and Marie Batten. A reminder to keep our military personnel in your prayers, 

including Jonathan Gabler, Nathan Wadding, Cameron Wadding, Jarrod Fetty, 

and Wesley Tatham. 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

mailto:diehlman@comcast.net
https://www.campjburg.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/2021-Summer-Camper-Covid-Procedures-1.pdf
https://www.campjburg.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/2021-Summer-Camper-Covid-Procedures-1.pdf

