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SUNDAY 
June 27, 2021 

 

9:30 A.M. 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

In-Person and  

Virtual Worship Service  
 

**** **** **** 

 
SUNDAY 
July 4, 2021 

 
Tricentennial Celebration 

Theme:  Mission 

 

9:30 A.M. 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

In-Person and  

Virtual Worship Service 

Guest Speaker –  

Rev. Garnet Foster  

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

 

10:30 A.M. 

Adult Church School Class 

 

**** **** **** 

DAVE PLATT’S SUNDAY 

SCHOOL CLASS is cancelled 

for June 27. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  

to the following high school 

senior recipients  of the Women’s 

Association Scholarships: 

Laken Franchetti 

Megan Witherspoon 

Eric Campo 

GOD IS HERE! 

 

There is no doubt that many of us 

are suffering from what I call POS 

(Pandemic Overload Syndrome).  

Too much has already been 

written and said about the subject.  

However, as the body of Christ, 

we have our own unique situation 

which I believe needs some 

thought. 
 

We have been fortunate to have a 

group of talented young singers 

who have been faithful throughout 

the year providing us with first 

rate worship music each Sunday.  

The incorporation of our online 

service has been a wonderful 

addition and provided many 

during the past months the 

opportunity to experience our 

service.  
 

As a worship leader I want to say 

that it is time that we get back to 

normal.  The online option was 

never meant to be a permanent 

alternative to communal worship.  

Certainly, for those who cannot 

attend for health reasons and for 

those who are away, we will 

continue to provide this option.  

But the rest of us need to 

understand that it is not a true 

substitute to worshipping 

together.  Worship was never 

meant to be about convenience. 

Corporate worship is how we 

grow and revitalize our faith.  

Publicly proclaiming our belief is 

an integral part of being a 

Christian. Singing a hymn 

together is an uplifting 

experience. 
 

None of this can be replaced by an 

online experience. 

 

This past Sunday we welcomed 

over 70 people in the sanctuary!  

If you were not among them, I 

challenge you to examine your 

reasoning. I promise you that 

coming to church is the perfect 

antidote for POS. 

 

So, dust off the duds, set your 

alarm and join us on Sunday.  We 

need you, the Church needs you, 

but most importantly…You need 

Us! 

 

“God is here! As we your people 

meet to offer praise and prayer.” 

Amen and Praise the Lord! 

 

Jack Hill 

Minister of Music 
  

 

 

  



300TH ANNIVERSARY 
SEPTEMBER THEME – 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!  Our church is 

celebrating 300 years of being a Christian 

community in Woodbury.  In September the 

focus will be on Christian Education- what do 

you think Sundays were like in 1721?  Was 

there Worship? Was there Sunday School?  

We need your help to make September a 

month to remember!  

 

There are three ways all ages can help 

highlight Christian Education. 

1.Bulletin Cover Drawings: 

We need all students to think about what they 

might draw on the cover of the church bulletin 

to help us imagine a Bible story, or a church 

school class, or a worship service from 1721.  

How did people dress for church?  Did they 

all walk to church? Ride horses? Come in a 

wagon?  Draw your ideas on a piece of white 

paper sized 8.5x11.5 (that is a regular piece of 

computer paper folded in half).  Markers, 

crayons, paints or pens can be used.   

2.Prayers to be read in Worship: 

Every Sunday we would like a church school 

student of any age to read a prayer that they 

have written.  It could be about thanking God 

for 300 years of worshiping in this town, it 

could be about praying for safety for the 

preacher who rode his horse from Woodbury 

to Blackwood on Sunday mornings because 

both churches shared his time. A prayer for 

then or for today.  

3. Stories about personal memories of church 

school:  

Every Sunday we would like to have stories 

about church school memories either printed 

in the bulletin, or read in worship.  If you have 

a favorite story about something that 

happened in church write it down and send it 

in. 
 

Prayers and Stories can be submitted on 

paper or by email.  Send to 

diehlman@comcast.net or mail to Mrs. 

Diehlman,  646 Bismark Avenue,  Mantua NJ 

08051.   Drawings will need to be submitted 

to the church office or to Mrs. Platt.   

Deadline for all drawings, prayers and 

stories is July 4th.  

 

 

 

 

JUNE COVID PROTOCOLS 

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AT WOODBURY 

At a called Session Meeting on Tuesday, June 1st, the Session, unanimously, 

adopted the following protocols for Worship: 

 

• No social distancing requirements in the building; 

• Bibles and Hymnals will be replaced in the pews to aid in 
worship; 

• Communion, the Offering and the Passing of the Peace of Christ 
shall remain as we have been doing it for the past number of 
months; 

• Masks are to be worn in the building for worship and gatherings; 
the only exception will be for the leaders in worship and choir in 
the pulpit area; 

 

We will revisit any of these policies as needed with the hope that all restrictions 

might be lifted at a later date.  Thank you for your patience and understanding 

as the Elders prayerfully discussed our protocols and chose to err on the side 

of caution for everyone’s health and safety.  

 

   

 
 
 

Eric Campo will be attending Rowan University and will be majoring in 
Communications and Sports Media.   

Laken Franchetti will be attending Gettysburg College and will 
have a double major in English and History with a concentration 
in Writing.   
Aaron LeVan will be attending the University of Michigan and will be 
majoring in physics and engineering.  

Shelby McGovern will be joining the United 
States Air Force. 
Megan Witherspoon will be attending Rochester 
Institute of Technology and will be a Biomedical 
Science Major with Pre-Med Track.  
 

NEW BIRTHS:  Congratulations to Dan & Michaela Shriver on the birth of 

their daughter, Joanna Lynn; and to Ron and Megan Lolly on the birth of their 

daughter, Marie. 

 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  Wendy Kunz, Joe Leone, Al Edwards, 

Meg Orem, Charlotte Nelson, Janet Muhm, Judy Fetty, Alex Jenei, and Marie 

Batten. A reminder to keep our military personnel in your prayers, including 

Jonathan Gabler, Nathan Wadding, Cameron Wadding, Jarrod Fetty, and 

Wesley Tatham. 

 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

To our High School Graduates 

mailto:diehlman@comcast.net


Some History of Men of The Presbyterian Church at Woodbury 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Men of the Church  - The Early years 
During the 18th and 19th centuries, church leadership was almost exclusively available only to men. Thankfully, 
Church leadership has evolved to include women in all phases of church leadership roles. The examples listed 
below represent a small sample of how men in our congregation have participated in a wide variety of roles 
during the 300 years of this congregation.  
 
On August 20, 1721, John Tatem deeded the land to The Presbyterian Church at Woodbury upon which a log 
building was erected.  During these first years, this building was called a “Meeting House” just as the Quakers 
did. Here our forefathers, together with a group of fellow Presbyterians from Timber Creek, now Blackwood, 
convened for Divine Worship.  This exact site lies within our cemetery on North Broad Street.   
 
The first known Elders of our Church were Elijah Clark and John Sparks. Both of these men were prominent 
members of the Provincial Congress of 1776. Both of these men are buried in our cemetery.  
 
Men of the Church  - Christian Education 
During the first three decades of our Church’s life, Christian Education was done in the homes of our 
congregants. Our second Pastor, the Reverend Andrew Hunter, had a burning desire to see education taking 
place daily. In 1791 the leaders of the Church established the Academy located directly across from the 
sanctuary.  This was the germination of our congregations’ strong belief in the values and benefits of Christian 
Education.  General Franklin Davenport (nephew of Benjamin Franklin) was the founder and Trustee of the 
Academy School. He also procured the famous “Bell” which he personally brought to Woodbury. In more 
recent years, men such as Dick Skinner, a former Mayor of Woodbury, and retired Judge David Morgan, and 
retired educators Charlie Miller and David Platt have served as Sunday School teachers and Bible Study 
leaders for long periods of time. 
 
Men of the Church  - Mission 
Our congregation has a long history of supporting Mission work both abroad and in our community. Many 
International Mission trips to Honduras have been led by Dr. Robert Harris in the past 15 years. These trips 
have been more than just “work” trips. Closer to home, many men have participated in Summer Youth 
Mission trips. All mission trips allow for spiritual journey experiences to be shared with brothers and sisters 
in Christ with different backgrounds. Relationships are strengthened and bonds of trust developed. Locally 
and more recently, our monthly Community Dinner has been a tremendous success in bringing attention 
and relief of the food insecurity issue in our community. Men have assisted in this ministry through their 
participation as cooks, servers and greeters.  
 
Men of the Church  - Music Ministry 
Our church has a rich history of Music Ministry. Some of our Senior members still recall the beautiful sounds 
of past choirs led by our past Minister of Music, Harold R. Henderson. Our Music Ministry continues to 
enrich our worship service experiences under the leadership of our current Minister of Music, Jack Hill. Many 
of his cherub and chancel choir students later went on to sing as adults in our adult choir. 
 



Men of the Church  - Evangelism 
During the 1980’s and 1990’s the Evangelism Task Force existed to recruit and provide orientation to 
prospective and new members. Two of the significant leaders of this effort were both WW II veterans. Bill 
Miller and Bill Martin returned from the war, married and raised families in the Woodbury community. Their 
wartime experiences created a passion within them to invite others to find Jesus Christ and make this church 
their church home. Like these two “Bills”, the men of this “greatest generation” returned from their military 
service years and continued dedicating their lives to causes that were for the greater good. They recognized 
the importance for everyone to have a spiritual journey and share it with others.  
 
Men of the Church  - Stewardship 
The visionaries of the 20th century faced many of the same challenges as the founders faced in the 18th century. 
Membership and financial stewardship are endless struggles for every church. Thanks to the vision of Rev. 
Richard E. Craven, D.D., a Memorial Fund was established to provide financial resources to continue the 
good works of this church.  The vision of Rev. Craven, and the guidance of long time Church Treasurer, Doug 
Stevens, has sustained our congregation during a period of time when many churches have had to close their 
doors.   
 
Men of the Church – Moving ahead 
We will soon graduate to year “301” in the life of this church. The next chapter of this book has commenced 
to be written.  The men of this church have each contributed in the many successes of these past 300 years. 
Now let us dedicate ourselves to ensuring future generations will be able to celebrate the successful ministries 
of The Presbyterian Church at Woodbury. 
 
Prepared by David Schad 
Sources: Newsletters and Worship Folders from years dating back to 1961 
 

 
 

 


